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ST Heh -GS oh £ % 39 ST foad el 1 ofg S| AW &
glfaeh T | With great respect and love, I would like to welcome
everyone from the heart. So, the idea is to share the life, the journey,
the sadhana of Baba Muktananda on this 112" solar birthday of the
English calendar. I'll speak some in Hindi, some in English. I don't
normally do that, because I prefer my thought process in the language
continues, but I thought I'd try something new and different today.

So we have gathered here at Shanti Mandir Magod and many
different people around the world, I'm sure, beginning in Australia, all
over the world, are going to be a part of the celebration today. Because

as far as the 16" of May goes, everybody knows that that is the
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birthday. But Baba was born on the full
moon in the month of May, and this is the
day he chose, this is the day he has
informed us, told us. And so, we in India,
and those who understand the full moon,
the new moon, the moon cycles, celebrate
both. We celebrated it on the 7" of May as
the full moon and we celebrate it today as
the 16" of May. So those who are born
today on the 16" of May are doubly
satisfied, or joyous, or feeling good within
themselves, that they are born on this day
that their Guru, of the lineage that they
belong to, the Guru was born on this day.

So 1n 1908, we are told that in a
village in South India, Karnataka, Baba
Muktananda was born. At the age of
fifteen, touched by Bhagavan Nityananda,

he left home to seek, to search. So for

twenty-five years, he traveled. And then he
met his Guru Bhagavan Nityananda again
in Ganeshpuri on the 15" of August, 1947,
where he got diksha initiation.
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I think I will say this in English, that
for whatever Baba Muktananda did in his
own personal lifetime, the sadhana, that
here we are thirty-eight years later after his
leaving the body, continuing our own
sadhana, following the path, living the
teachings.

I found a quote of Thoreau, which
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Train yourself so
well that even by
accident, a mistake

does not happen.

says, “To be a philosopher is not merely to
have subtle thoughts, nor even to found a
school, but so to love wisdom as to live
according to its dictates, a life of simplicity,
independence, magnanimity and trust. It is
to solve some of the problems of life, not
only theoretically but practically.”

And I think this is how I experience
Baba Muktananda. This is what he taught
us and this 1s what I share with people.
Train yourself so well that even by
accident, a mistake does not happen. [ don't
know if you understand what I want to say
here. That we have taught ourselves so well
that even when something wrong is going
to take place, is going to happen, or we
might be in the wrong place at the wrong
time, that the body so naturally just goes

away from that.

And I shared this by a little example,
my experience with Swami Bhramanandaji
Maharaj. Whenever anybody came to him
and started to bicker, started to complain,
started to say all the nasty things of life, he
would just so subtly, without them even
realizing, change the conversation to an
uplifting one. And by the time that person
left, he or she had forgotten their problem.
They were immersed in that higher
thought. And this 1s what I think Thoreau
wants to tell us. Don't just rattle off big
statements but live in such a way that your
life is simple, your life is independent, your
life is magnanimous, and there is trust.
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